
A Family for Samuel Robbins 
of Sumner, Maine 
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Samuel Robbins left Je111 clues to his parentage. Indirect evidence and the elimination ef 
other potential ca11didates led to his parents. 

Samuel Robbins lived hi adult li fe 111 rural pares of Oxford and Penobscot 
Counties, Maine, during the 1 20s and 1830s. He followed the growth of 
the logging mdustry by fi rst relocating to what became L111coln, and then co 

what became the cown of Patten. 1 In his 1836 report to the legislarure, the State of 
Maine's Land ' gent wro te: 

Tho e who have originally made investments in timber lands were begin­
ning to realize large profits in the sale of the timber, and the spiri t of 
speculation so prO\·erbiaJ in New E ngland brought in capitalists from e\·ery 
quarter to share in the di stribu tion of for tune's favors.2 

Who were Samuel's parents? Hi origins were unknown, largely because of 
the circumstances of his life: Samuel died at about age thirty-six; Samuel's children 
likely neYer knew his parents; and he had only three daughters who liYed to have 
children. 
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1. Maine State Legislature, Dom111ents Printed 0• Order of the Legislature of the State of Maine dming its 
Session A .D. 1836, "An Act to Regulate P rivate Booms on Kennebec River," 16th Legislature, No. 5 , 
House (Augusta: Smith & Robinson, Printe rs, 1836); Maine Public Documents (l ldc.mainelegislatu re 
.org/ Open/ Rpts / PubD ocs/ PubDocsl 36/ PD l 36_5 .pd . For early timber indusm· in Parten see 
Patten Lt1111be r111e11 's A l use1011, "J\bour U s," (1 un1bermensn1useu n1 .org) . 

2. Maine State Legislature, Dom111ents Printed by Order of the Legislature of the State of Maine d111in its 
Sessio11A.D. 1836, ' 'Land Agent's Report," 16th Legislarure, No. 18, enate, (Augusta: Smith & Robinson, 
1836) 13; Maine Public Documents (IJdc.mainelegi slature.org/ Open / Rpts / PubDocs/ PubDocsl 36 
/ PD l 36_1 .pd f) . 

N AT IONAL GENEALOGICAL OCIEn· QUA RTERLY I I I (SEPTDI13ER 2023): 199-21 9 



200 rational Genealogical Socie1]1 Q11arte1b1 

SAMUEL Ai D LUCINDA 1ORR1LL) ROBBINS 
Samuel Robbins and Lucinda 1orrill, both of Sumner, O xford County, Maine, 

married there on 25 March 1824, with Congregationalist minister Samuel Sewell, 
officiating.3 Samuel bought one hundred acres for S200 in an unincorpora ted pan of 
Penobscot County, Maine, in 1827.4 Three years later he bought the first of several 
properties in River Township, along the Penobscot River.5 Samuel and other RiYer 
Township inhabitants signed a peti tion in 1828 to es tablish a town called Lima, later 
named Lincoln.6 He incorrectly appears in tl1e 1830 census as Samuel Roberts in 
Lincoln; this family has the correct number of family members, by age group and 
gender: one male twenty to twenty-nine, one male under five, one female i:\venty to 
nventy-nine, and three females under fiYe. - Samuel and Lucinda Robbins's first fo ur 
children's birms were recorded in Lincoln on 8 May 1832. 

1. Samuel Hathorn , born 25 November 1825 

2. Clarinda, born 11 April 1827 

3. Cordane, born 29 October 1828 

4. Thank fuJ , born 31 October 1830 

Lincoln's population grew rapidly (more than 300 percent) in the late 1830s.9 Per­
haps mat prompted Samuel to mm·e north in search of virgin timber. On 15 February 
1837 he paid $800 for 164 acres in Town hip 4, Range 6, Penobscot County.10 Two 
weeks later, on 1 March 1837, Samuel Robbins and Lucinda's brother Ichabod Morrill 

3. For marriage record, see Sumner, Maine, ,·ital records 1799-1 853, p. 222 (penned) in a bound 
volume " ·ith other loose sheets, Robins-Morrill marriage (1824); Fa111if),Search (w,,-w.familysearch.org), 
Image Group Number (DGS) 8006710, image 126. For Samuel Sewell , see H. E. Mitchell and B. V. 
Da,·is, The Woodstock, S11111ner and Buckfield Tonm Registe,; 1905 (Brunswick, Maine: H. E. Mi tchell, 1905), 45; 
Intemet Archive (archive.org) . T he surname was written as Morrell and Morrill , e,·en among her siblings. 

4. Penobscot Co., Maine, Land Records, 17:93, Ira Fish ro Samuel Robins, 30 Nov 1827, recorded 
8 Dec 1827; Fa111if),Search, DGS 8570317, image 342. 

5. Penobscot Co., Land Records, 24:283- 84, Scare of Maine ro Samuel Robbins, 7 Dec 1830, rec. 
24 Dec 1830; Fa111if),Search, DGS 8570321, image 150. 

6. Petition ro Maine state legislatu re, 18 Oct 1828, Samuel Robbins, petitioner, box 48, fo lder 10, 
Maine State Archives, Augusta. Another document in the fi le shm,·s a request by the representatives 
of the petitioners that Lincoln be the rown's name. 

7. 1830 S census, Penobscot Co., Maine, Lincoln, p. 12 (penned), Samuel Roberrs; microlilm 
publication M19, roll 47; 1 ational Arch ives and Records r\ dministration I ARA), \Xlash ingron, D.C. 
T he surname was likely copied incorrecth· from an earlier census page. 

8. Lincoln, Maine, births, marriages and sundry rown records, p. 28 (stamped); Fa111ilySearch, DGS 
7595734, image 392. 

9. 1 30 US census, Penobscot Co., i\Iaine, i\ladakeunk, p. 12 (penned), and Lincoln, pp. 13- 15 
(penned), manual tally of 404 persons. r\ lso, 1840 US census, Penobscot Co., Maine, Lincoln, p. 220 
(stamped), statement of rota! population 1,268; N r\ RA microfilm M704, roll 149. T his gro\\·th calcu­
lates to 313 percent. 

10. Penobscot Co., Land Records, 97:314-15, Amos Patten ro Saml Robbins, 15 Feb 1837, rec. 15 
Feb 183 ; Fa111ilySearch, DGS 570356, image 459 . 
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were enumerated there with their presumed families, reporreclJy from Lincoln. 11 Two 
of only four families enumerated there, they were among the rown's first settlers. 

In 1838, Samuel apparently was putting his affairs in order. He old most of his 
property ro Lucinda's brotl1er Ichabod for S2,000 on 23 January 1838.12 The family 
returned to Sumner where Samuel wrote hi will on 2 March. 13 His beneficiaries were 
Lucinda and their children, all surnamed Robbins: Samuel H. , Clarinda M., Cordane, 
Thankful M., Charlotte, and Enoch M. Lucinda's brothers D avid and Orson Nlorrell, 
and her fatl1er Enoch Morrell witnessed the will . Samuel named Lucinda as his exec­
utrix. The small inventory included only bedding, clothing, and almost no furniture. 14 

Samuel's headstone at Black Mountain Cemetery in Sumner was incorrectly 
engraved: "Samuel Robbins, Died 4 Mar 1837, AE 35 yrs, 3 mos." 15 His signature 
on his 1838 will inc:Lcates the inscribed death year is incorrect. 16 

In August 1 38, Lucinda's youngest cl-uld , ten-month-old E noch, died. 1- By 
1840 Lucinda had returned to Township 4, Range 6 as head of household. 1 She 
married Josiah Barker there on 8 April 1 41. 19 Two years later, on 14 April 1843, her 
dauo-hter Clarinda M. Robbins married Daniel Jackman in Patten, Maine. 20 By 1849 
Josiah was listed as a Sumner resident.2 1 In July 1850 Lucinda lived in Somersworth, 
Stafford County, 1 ew Hampsl-ure, at the home of her son-in-law, Daniel Jackman. 
T he household included Lucinda's daughters Clarinda, Thankful, and Charlotte, 

11. 1 37 Maine Re,·enue Sharing census, unincorporated towns, To,,·nship l orth 4, Range 6 
\\iELS, heads of households, Sarni Robbins and Ichabod i\Iorrill; Di ital Maine Reposito1y (digi talmaine 
.com/ state_census_1837 / 15); Office of the Treasurer of State, Augusta. 

12. Penobscot Co., Land Records, 97:313-14, Samuel Robbins to Ichabod Morrill, 23 Jan 1 3 , 
rec. 15 Feb 183 ; Fa111if)•Search, DGS 570356, images 45 -59. 

13. Oxford Co., Maine, Probate Estate File, Drawer 90, Samuel Robbins will , 1838; Ancesto• (,,-ww 
.ance rrv.com/ search / collections / 994). This is Likely the original document, and it appears he dictated 
the will. His signature is markedl,· different and in a shaky hand compared with his signature in the 1 29 
petition. Petition to Maine sta te legislature, 1 Oct 1 2 , amuel Robbins, petitioner, box 4 , fo lder 10. 

14. Oxford Co., Probate Estate File, Drawer 90, Samuel Robbins im·enrory, 1 3 . 
15. Find A Gra11e (w\nv.findagrave.com), memorial 104417643, digital image, 30 Jan 2013, by Lucy 

Morin, gravestone for Samuel Robbins (Black Mountain Cem. , umner, Oxford Co., Maine). The year 
inscribed is incorrect and should ha,·e been 1 3 . 

16. Oxford Co., Probate Estate File, Drawer 90, Samuel Robbins will , 1 3 . 
I Find A Gra11e, memorial 10441 7 95, digital image, 30 Jan 21 03, by Lucy Morin, gra,·estone fo r 

Enoch Robbins (Black i\ lountain Cem., umner, Oxfo rd Co., laine). He shares a headstone with his 
brother, Samuel H. Robbins. 

18. 1840 US censu , Aroostook Co., Maine, Township 4, Range 5 [6] , p. 60 (stamped), Lucinda 
Robin ; NARA microfilm M704, roll 136. An analysis of neighbor and their deed records demonstrates 
it ,vas Range 6, late r renamed Patten. 

19. Patten, Maine, ,;cal records, 1 49- 93, entries our of sequence, n.p., Barker-Rollins [Robbins] 
marriage, 8 Apr 1841 ; Fa111if)-Search, D GS 7595794, image 11 . 

20. Patten, Maine, Records of Marriages Town of Patten, recopied inrentions, 1849-93,Jackman­
Robbins marriage, 14 Apr 1843; Fa111if)•Search, DGS 7595794, image 11 8. 

21 . Penobscot Co., Maine, Courr of Common Pleas, Ira Barker ,·s. Josiah Barker and Orson Morrill, 
case 1742, Januarv term, 1850, loose papers in a file; Maine rare Archives, Augusta. 
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born 1832- 33. Son Adroy Barker, born 1844--45, wa also in the household. 22 Her 
son Samuel had cLed on 24 February 1850.23 

Clarinda may have cLed by about 1851 as Daniel Jackman married Annette K. 
Page on 15 February 1852.24 The couple lived in Hennepin County, Minnesota, in 
1865.25 Lucinda cLed on 3 September 1861.26 Lucinda and Josiah's son, Adroy, djed 
of illness on 15 December 1862 while serving during the Civil War.r What became 
of Samuel and Lucinda's daughter Charlotte is unknown. 

[Cordane] Aramantha Robbins and Solomon Weeks of Patten married sometime 
after filing their 26 July 1851 marriage in tention.28 She used nvo names- Cordane 
and Aramamha- throughour her li fe. She appears in the 1860 censu as Aramanrha 
C.29 By 1870 she and Solomon lived in Sam a Rosa, Sonoma County, Cali forrua. 30 

Cordane djed there three years later in 1873, aged fort:y-four. 31 

22. 1 50 U census, Strafford Co., N. H ., population schedule, omerswonh, p. 156 (typed), dwell­
ing 345, family 3 1, Lucinda Barker in Daniel Jackman household; NARA microfilm i\ 1432, ro ll 439. 

23. Find A Gra11e, memorial 104417751 , digital image, 30 Jan 2013, by Lucy Morin, gm·escone fo r 
amuel H . Robbins (Black Mountain Cem., Sumner, Oxford Co., Maine). 

24. Illustrated Alb11111 of Biograpl?J of Meeker and McLeod Counties. Minne.rota: Containing Biographical 
Sketches of Hundreds of Prominent Old Sell/er and Repre.rentati11e Citizem . .. 11 1ith Po,traits of Pro111i11e11t Citizens 
( hicago: Alden, Ogle, 18 8), 271, Daniel Jackman; Google Books (pla1·.google.com). :'Jo marriage record 
has been found. Though the informant is unknown, it was likely co have been Daniel or his wife, Annerte. 

25. 1865 M:.innesota state census, Hennepin Co., pop. sch ., St. Amhom·, D aniel Jackman household, 
fam . 9; Ancesto• (\nn\·.ancestry.com/ search/ collections/ 105 ); i\Iinnesota H:.i scorical Society, t. Paul. 

26. find A Grave, memorial 10441 255, d:.igital image, 30 Jan 2013, b,· LuC\· Morin, gm·escone for 
Lucinda Barker, (Black Mountain Cem., umner, Oxford Co., i\ laine). 

27 . Find A Gra11e, memorial 9 169632, digital image, 2 Oct 2012, b,· Luc,· Morin, grayescone fo r 
Adroy E . Barker (Black fountain Cem., Sumner, Oxford Co., Maine). For his death see " .S. Regis­
ters of D eath of Volunteers, 1 61-1 65," faine, A- K, p. 19, Adroy E. Barker, 1862, Anceshy (www 
.ancestry.com/ search / coUections/ 2123) . 

2 . Patten, Maine, Reco rds of Marriages TO\rn of Patten, recopied intention s, 1849- 93, Solomon 
Weeks and Aramamha Robbins, 26 Jul 1 51; Fa111i!JSearch, D G 7595794, image 107. This record set 
was recopied by the town clerk from an earlier record in 1 93. This indicates that the record set was 
probabh- damaged or worn, \1·h:.ich could be the reason there is no marriage record. 

29. 1860 U census, Penobscot o., 1aine, pop. sch. , Township 5, R(ange] 6, p. 1 enned), 
dwell./fam . 115, r\ramamha C. in Solomon \Xleeks household; NARA microfilm M653, roll 446. The 
family name was erroneously indexed as "Wicks." 

30. 1870 S census, Sonoma Co., Calif., pop. sch., Santa Rosa, p. 56 (penned), dwell . 427, fam. 
41 0, Cordana in Sol. S. \Veeks household; NARA microfilm i\ 1593, roll 9 1. 

31 . Sonoma Co., Calif., Register of Deaths, 1873--90, n.p., ordered alphabetically and rhen chrono­
logically, Mrs. S. S. \'\'eeks (1 73), age not stated; Fa111i!JSearch, D G 4666596, image 233. Though her 
name was not explicitly sta ted, it is clear from correlating evidence thi record entry refers co Cordane 
Aramamha [Robbins] Weeks. T hi s is likely an original record as rhe handwriting va ried among rhe 
entries. Also, r,·nd A Gra11e, memorial 8130325, digital image, 26 1 ov 2003, by "Mr1:?B," for Amanda 
[sic] Cordain \Xfeeks (Santa Rosa Rural Cem., Santa Rosa, Sonoma Co., Calif.). 
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CANDIDATES FOR SAJ\1l:EL'S PARE lTS IN OXFORD CO 1 TY, MAIN 

No Robbins households appear in Sumner in 1800, two years after the Town of 
Sumner was incorporated.32 Samuel's parents likely lived elsewhere. Considering tfaine 
migra tion patterns, Samuel and his parents likely were born in eastern Massachusetts, 
in the district of Maine- then part of Massachusetts- or in 1 ew Hampshire.33 

Because the 1 98 Direct Tax assessed only real property, some potential candi­
dates for parents would not appear on the lists.34 As the 1800 US census may have 
skipped some dwellings, the tax list may fiU in nussing information. Samuel's father 
perhaps appears in either the census or the tax list. Records of Robbins fa rnilies 
residing within about fifty miles of Sumner show they all originated in Plymouth or 
Middlesex County, Massachusetts. 

j aJ11es H. Robbins ef IVate!ford, Maine 
Children o f James H. Robbins and his unnamed wife were born from 1799 to 

1811; they do not include a son named amuel.35 James was not li kely Samuel's father. 

]011atha11 Robbins ef U1/'ate!ford 
Jonathan's wife, Caty, was born in 1749. She was probably too old- age fifty-three 

at Samuel 's birth- to have been Samuel's mother.36 Town records list no children 
with the couple.r Jonathan was not likely Samuel's father. 

32. For incorporation, see 1\1assach11setts Acts and Resolves (Bosron: ecrernry of the Commonwealth, 
179 ), 6, chap. 2, "An Act to Incorporate the Plantation Called \Vest Butterfield in the County of 
Cumberland into a Town by the 1ame of umner;" State Libra,y of Maine (archives.lib. state.ma.us 
/ handle/ 2452/ 1051 71). Also, 1800 S census, Cumberland Co., Maine, umner; NARA microfilm 
M32, roU . legative results in a page-by-page search fo r Robbins households. 

33. Lois Kimbal.I Mathews, The Expa11sio11 of 1\ 'e111 E11gla11d: The Spread of N e11J E11gla11d Settle111ent and 
Institutions to the Mississippi Rin 1; 1620- 1865 (1909; repr., Boston: Ne,\· England Historic Genealogical 

ociery, 2012), 140-41 . Al o, Massachusetts Acts and Resolves (Boston: Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
1 19), 425- 27, chap. 162, "A n Act in Addition to an r\ct, Entitled 'An Act Relating to the eparation 
of tl1e District of Maine from Massachuserrs Proper, and Forming the Same into a Separate and Inde­
pendent rate;"' State Librmy of 1\llai11e (archives.Lib.state.ma.us/ handle/ 2452/ 11 0233). Also, Centen11ial 
H isto,y of the To1v11 of Su111ne1; ME, 1798-1898 Xlest Sumner: Chas. E. Handy Jr. , 1899), 27- 31 . 

34. Judith Green \'i'atson, "A Disco,·en-: 179 Federal Direct Tax Records fo r Connecticut," 
Prologue 39 (Spring 200 ; ]\-atio11al Archires (\\"\V\\·.archi,·es.go\"). Indi,·iduals might ha,·e multiple Listings 
if properties lit in more than one category. 

35. \X"aterford, i'v[ai ne, ,·iral records, 1798-1862, p. 23 (penned), children of James H. Robbins, 
1799-1 811; Fa111ilySearch, DGS 4255441 , image 19. 

36. Waterfo rd, Maine, ,·ital record , 1798- 1862, p. 16 (penned), Caty [wife of Jonathan Robbins], 
born 10 ct 1743; Fa111i!J•Search, DGS 4255441 , image 16. 

37. \X1aterford, 1aine, ,·irnl records, 1798-1 62, p. 16 (penned), Caty, no children listed . 
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Joseph Robbins of Hebron, Maine 
Joseph's known children in 1795 include Sally, Thomas, Calvin, and Leandes, 

born 1788- 95.3 In 1800 two males under ten, and a male and female aged ten to 
fifteen lived in hi s household. 39 The fa mily composition correspond s to Joseph 's 
children in the town record . His wife Lucy died in 1816.40 o known evidence sug­
gests he remarried.41 Joseph died in 1819, when Samuel would have been seventeen 
or eighteen years old.42 If Samuel were hi s son, guardianship records should exist. 
None have been fo und.43 Joseph was not likely Samuel's father. 

Joseph Robbins of Buckfield, Maine 
Another Joseph Robbins lived in Buckfield in 1820.44 The household includes 

a male forty-five or older, two males aged sixteen to twenty-five, and one male six­
teen to eighteen. The young females, plus a female aged twenty-six to forty-fou r, 
indicate Joseph likely was the man aged fo rty-five or older, born before 1775. No 
other definitive in formation about him is known.45 Because no available evidence 
ties Samuel to Buckfield, this Joseph is not li kely Samuel's father, but he cannot be 
ruled out absolutely. 

Tathanie/ Robbins of P61mouth, Massachusetts, and Hebron, Maine 
On 3 July 1800 Nathaniel Robbins of Plymouth, Massachusetts, married a cousin, 

Ruth Robbins, of neighboring Carver. 46 They lived in Plymouth in 1800.4- Nathaniel 

38. Hebron, Maine, to\\·n and \'ital records, 1786-1 873, entries out of sequence, p. 31 (penned), 
children of Joseph and Susannah Robins, 1788-95; Fa1J1ilj•Search, DGS 425537 , image 206. T hough 
the book appears to be old, the hand\\'riting is unjfo rm. T he later entries were recorded in 1803 whjch 
impljes the family urut was complete. 

39. 1800 US census, Cumberland Co., Maine, Hebron, p. 244 (stamped, lower righ t),Joseph Robins; 
NARA microfilm M32, roll 6. 

40. Hebron, town and viral records, 1786- 1873, entries out of sequence, p. 64 (penned), Lucy, 
\\·ife of Joseph Robbins, death, 1816; Fa1J1ilj.Searrh, DGS 4255378, image 48. 

41. Hebron, cown and viral records, 1786- 1873, entries out of sequence, pp. 288- 96 (penned), 
negative results in search fo r marriage of Joseph Robbins between 1 17 and 1819; Fa1J1ifJ•Search, DGS 
42553 78, images 159- 63. 

42. Hebron, tO\\·n and \·ital records, 17 6-1 873, entries out o f sequence, p. 66 (penned), Joseph 
Robbins death, 1819; Fa1J1i/ySearch, DGS 4255378, image 49. 

43. Oxford Co., Maine, Court of Common Pleas Docket, \'. 3, Feb. 181 8- Oct. 1819, Occober 
term 1819; Fa111ilj•Search, D GS 4801152. Negati \·e search results fo r guarruanship of Samuel Robbins 
or any Robbins children. 

44. 1820 ·s census, Oxford Co., Maine, pop. sch., Buckfield, p. 236 (penned), Joseph Robbins; 
NARA microfilm 133, roll 37. 

45. Negative search results for trus Joseph Robbins in Maine in 1830 US census; deed indexes before 
1830 in Oxford, Cumberland , Kennebec, and Lincoln Counties; and Buckfield, lV!aine, town records. 

46. F. Apthorp Foster, ed., Vital Records of Carve,; Massach11setts to the Year 1850 (Bos con: New England 
Hiscoric G enealogical Society, 1911 ), 122; Fa1J1ifJ•Searrh, DGS 7578881, image 122. 

47. 1800 US census, Plymouth Co., Mass., Ph·mouth, p. 277 (penned), Natharuel Robbins; ARA 
microfi lm i\132, roll 16. 
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and Ruth Robbins married before Samuel's birth; however, their first known children 
were born between 1803 and 1806, and clid not include a child nan1ed Samuel. 4 They 
later named a son Samuel, born about 1811.49 This Samuel married PoUy C. Cotton 
after 31 O ctober 1837.50 He djed in \Xloodstock, Oxford County, Maine, before 3 
March 1840.51 

Sylvanus &bbins ef Paris, Maine 
SylYanus liYed in Paris, Oxford County, by 1794.52 He had eight known children: 

Polly, born 1793, Priscilla, Louisa, Rebecca, Benjamin, Alden, Sally, and Stephen.53 

He did not record rus children's births.54 Sylvanus and Samuel apparently share no 
otl1er commonalities beyond proxinijty; Sylvanus was not likely the father. 

ELEAZER ROBBI S JR. OF CARVER, PLYM:O TH COU lTY, ivlASSACHUSETTS 

The last candidate, E leazer Robbins Jr., was born on 1 D ecember 1754 in 
Plympton, Plymouth County, Massachusetts, to E leazer Robbins and h_j s first wife 
Rebecca Jack on.55 The elder Eleazer djed on 19 October 1776, age fifty-two.56 In 
April 1777 the younger E leazer received two-tenths of the residual of hjs father's 
estate, after dower.5-

4 . Hebron, town and \·iral records, 17 6- 1 73, emrie our of sequence, pp. 4 -49 (penned), 
children of Narhaniel Robbins and his wife, 1 03-06; Fa111i!J•Searrh, DGS 425537 , image 215. 

49. \\ .illiam B. Lapham, Histo,y of lr oodstock, ,\le., with Fa111i!J• Sketches and an Appmdix (Portland: 
Stephen Berry, 1882), 252, Samuel Robbins, son of Nathaniel and Rutl1; Internet Archive. This is me 
onh- source tl1ar names me parents of this Samuel Robbins. America C. Robbins, born ca. 1809, was 
also lisred as a son of the couple in this book; his 1870 enumeration in Panen, JV[aine, lists Hebron as 
his town of birth. 

50. \lCoodstock, Maine, Viral Sta ti stics, Town of Woodstock, p. 23 , Robins-Corron marriage, 31 
Oct 1 37; Fa111i!J-Search, D GS 006 10, image 135. 

51 . Oxford Co., Probate Esrare File, D ra\\·er 90, amuel Robbins probate bond, 1 40. 
52. Cumberland Co., Maine, Land Records, 25 :51 3- 15, ylvanus Robbins "of Paris" co Bernebe 

Faunce and \\'illiam Faunce, 2 Jan 1 97, rec. 1 Feb 1 97; Fa111i!J-Search, DGS 864 009, images 263-64. 
53. \\(liJliam Berry Lapham and ilas P. 1axim, Histo1y of Pmis, Maine,J,-0111 its Settlement to 1880: with 

a H ist01y of the Grants of 1736 & 1771: Together with Personal Sketches, a Copio11s Genealogical Register and an 
Appendix (Pari s: Pri nted fo r tl1e uthors, 1 84), 714, family of Sylvanus Robbins; Internet Archi1•e. This 
is me only source that names the children of ylvanus Robbins. As these famil y sketches were usually 
written on commission, it seems Likely omeone in the family prm-ided the information. 

54. Paris, Maine, town and \-iral records, 1795-1 82 ; Fa111i!J•Search, DG 8131220. Negative search 
resulrs fo r children of Sylrnnus Robbins. 

55. Plympron, Mass., Viral Records, p. 561 (penned), chi.ldren of Elezer [sic) and Rebekah Robbins, 
1748-61; Anceshy (www.ancestn-.com/ search/ collecrions/ 2495). For a re\-iew of tllis fa mih-, see Elizabetl1 
Pearson \Xlhire and Ed\\·in Wagner Coles, "The Family of Jedurhan and Rebecca (Crocker) Robbins of 
Plympton, Mass," The Mq;,jfoll'erQ uarler!J• 67 (Sepr 2001 ), 229-30. 

56. Find A Grave, memorial 103878241 , digital image, 21 Jan 2013, by Sandra Lennox, graves tone 
for Eleazer Robbins (Lakenham Cem., Can-er, Pli~11outh Co., Mass.). 

57. Plymouth Co., Mass., Probare Records, 24 :309-1 3, di\-ision of real estate, Eleazer Robbins, 
2 Apr 18 7, rec. 5 May 1 77; Fa111ifJ•Search, DGS 7050992, images 190---92. 
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Eleazer began buying much of the remaining land from his father's es rate shortly 
tl1ereafter. Considering the area's complicated geography o f swampland and upland, 
land was sometimes difficult to distribute equitably in the eventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries.5 lumerous boundary clispures resulted, inclucling N /0 fo r E leazer Jr. in 
1793.59 Eleazer Jr. Q1ereafter, Eleazer) married a cousin, Sarah Robbins of neighboring 
1iddleborough, Massachusetts, on 31 October 1776.60 

Sarah's father's will of July 1776 identifies her as a daughter of Samuel and Sarah 
Robbins. He wrote, "that my Dotters [sic] shall have their proper Proportion of their 
things when they Arrive at the Age of E ighteen years or at Marriage Day."61 Th.is 
implies Sarah was not yet eighteen in July 1776. Her parents married on 25 July 1755 
in Daran outh, Bristol County, Massachuserts.62 Their first two children's births are 
recorded in Dartmouth: Lois on 2 July 1756 and Elizabeth on 17 January 1758.63 The 
next child- likely Sarah- would have been born about 1759-60, unless she married 
younger than age six teen. Samuel's death in 1776, which perhaps brought hardship 
to the family, may have prompted Sarah to marry at a young age. 

The town of Can-er was created from the South District of Plympton on 9 
June 1790.64 In 1790 E leazer's household consi red of two males aged sixteen or 
older, one male under sixteen, and six females.65 In 1798 Eleazer li,·ed in a house on 

5 . Henn- S. Griffith, Hist01y of the To1VJ1 of Carm;· Histo,ical Rn ,iei,, 1637-1910 lew Bedford, 
l\ lass. : E. r\nthom· & Sons, 1913), 21-29; lntemet Archive. 

59. Pl)·mouth Co., l\ [ass., Land Records, 7 :205- 06, agreement bern·een Benjamin Ryder and 
Eleazer Robbins, 29 Jan 1793, rec. 22 Dec 1794; Fa111ilJ•Semrh, DGS 7450691, image 214. AJso, Plrn1outh 
Co., ll [ass., Land Records, 92:37, Consider Robbins to Eleazer Robbin , 29 Apr 1 01, rec. 9 Il lar 1 01; 
Fa111if)•Searrh, DGS 74506 4, images 42-43. 

60. Middleborough, Mass., Records & essions, April 178[,]-1 791, no. 4, p. 157 (penned), E. 
Robbins-S. Robbins marriage, 31 Oct 1776; Fa111if)•Search, DGS 7726241, image 5 9. Marriage record 
like!)' r copied from an older ,·olume. 

61. Plnnouth Co., Mass., Probate Estate Files, 24:176-77, amuel Robbins will, wri tten 6 Jul 1776, 
pro,·ed 7 Jul 1776; Anresl!y (w"',,·.ancesa·y.com/ search / coUections/ 9069). 

62. Dartmouth , Mass., Intentions 1743- 1824, and Marriages 1755- 1792, n.p., Robins-House 
marriage, 25 Ju] 1 55; Fa111if)•Search, D G 4279436, image 3 . 

63. Darm1outh, I.lass., Births, l\larriages, Deaths, Declarations of Inten tion 1667- 1844, p. 121 
(penned), births of Lois Robins and Elizabeth Robins, 1756 and 1 58; Fa111if)•Searrh, DGS 7010711, 
in1age 69. 

64. Carver, Mass., Tmrn Records, [1790]- 1850, pp. 1-2 (penned), act to create town of Can ·er 
(1790); Anceshy (\\,,w.ancestry.com/ search/ coUections/ 2495), images 9-10. 

65. Deparm1ent of Commerce and Labor, Bureau of the Census, H eads of Families at the Fi1Jt 
Census of the United States Taken in the Year 1790[,] Massarh11setts, p. 16 , Pl rn1outh Co., Can-er Town, 
2nd col., E leazer Robbins, Xlashi ngton D.C.: Go,·ernment Printing Office, 1908); Fa111if)•Search (www 
.familysea rch .org/ li brary/ books). Only the last page fo r Can·er is extant from the 1790 US census. 
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approx.imately eio-hty perches (about one-half acre) valued at S11 0.66 He also owned 
122 acres with a dwelling, valued at S840.6

- His fa mily still lived in Carver in 1800.6 

E leazer relocated his fa mily to Hebron, Cumberland County, District of Maine, 
sometime between 1802 and 1803. In 1801 Eleazer Robbins and athaniel Robbins 
paid Elnathan Lucas S1,500 for several lots in Hebron totaling 200 acres.69 In April 
1802 Eleazer was still identified as "of Carver;" in D ecember 1803 he was described 
as "of the Eastern part of the State of 1assachusetts lately of Carver," [referring 
to the District of i\tiaine].-0 Eleazer sold all his properties in Carver between January 
1802 and June 1804 for $1,144.87.-1 

On 21 April 1804, E leazer sold sixty acres to Abraham Heath for $300 and 
the rest to Elnathan Luca .-2 He moYed to nearby Sumner sometime after the sale. 
Eleazer Robbins was described as "of Sumner" when he ,vas the defendant in a 
court case in February 1808.-3 

In 1820 he lived in Plantation umber Two, erroneously called Plantation 
Four in the census.-4 Plantation Number Two was "a gore between Rumford, Peru, 
Sumner, and \'(/oodstock."-5 Also in the household was a female older than forty-five, 
Eleazer' presumed wife, a male aged nineteen to twenty-six (born between 1795 

66. State of Massachusem [and i\faine], Direct Tax, 1798, ,·ol. 13, Pl\'111outh Co., fo rm D, folio 
,·erso, Eleazer Robbins of Can-er; A111nica11Ancestors (americanancestors.org), image 17; R. Seamon 

A,·en- Special CoUecrions, Ne\\" England Historic Genealogical Society, Boston. 
67 . State of Massachusens [and Maine], D irect Tax, 1798, vol. 13, Plymouth Co., form C, folio 

15'", Eleazer Robbins of Can·et, image 61. 
6 . 1800 • censu , Pl\'111outh Co., i\ [ass., Can·er, n.p., Eleazer Robbins, NARA microfihn M32, 

roU 16. 
69. Cumberland Co., Maine, Land Records, 37:149, Elnachan Lucas to Eleazer Robbins and 

Nathanial Robbins, 15 Dec 1 01 , rec. 21 Dec 1801; Fa111i!JSearch, DGS 864 912, image 79. 
70. For residence, see Pl\'mouth Co., Mass., Land Records, 92:251 r, Eleazer Robbins to Benja­

min Hammond, 16 J\ pr 1 02, rec. 29 Apr 1 02; Fa111i!J•Search, D GS 74506 4, images 261 - 62. Also, for 
res idence, see Plymouth Co., Mass., Land Records, 97:223,·, E leazer Robbins to Benjamin Hammond, 
5 Dec 1 03, rec. 5 Dec 1 03; Fa111i!J•Search, DG 7450682, image 525. 

71 . Plymouth o., Mass., Land Records, 92:37r, 138v, 230r, 246,·; 99:166,·- 67Y; Eleazer Robbins 
to various; Fa111i!J•Search, DG 74506 4 (1801 - 02), images 37,139,238, and 257, and DGS 74506 1 
(1803- 04), images 472- 73. 

72. Cumberland Co., Maine, Land Records, 43:77-7 , Eleazer Robbins ro Abraham Heath, 21 
Apr1 804, rec. 3 Jul 1804; and 43:31 4-1 6, Eleazer Robbins to Elnathan Lucas, 12 May 1 04, rec. 4 Sep 
1804; Fa111ifySearch, DGS 8128206, images 43-44, 162. 

73. xford Co., Maine, Court of Common Pleas Docket, 1 :1 46, entry 3, John Fletcher YS. Eleazer 
Robbins, 15 Feb 1808; Fa111i!J•Search, DGS 4 01150, image 156. 

4. 1 20 US census, Oxford Co., Maine, [Plantation] No. 2 [No. 4) , n.p., line 3, Elezer Robins 
household; NARA microfilm 133, roU 37. 

75. Maine Scare Archi,·es, Counties, Cities, To/1)1/S and Plantations of Maine: A Handbook of !,,corpo­
rations, Dissolutions and B01111dao• Changes, re,·. (Augusta, Maine: Maine State rchives, [after 1980)), 91; 
Fa111i!J•Searrh, DGS 7410902. 
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and 1802) and a female aged ixteen ro twenty-five (born between 1 95 and 1804f 6 

All E leazer and Sarah's living children resided in other households in 1820, except 
these t\vo younger mdiv1duals. 

Oxford County was formed from Cumberland and York Counties in 1805.7 o 
1810 census sun-ives for much of Oxford County.-9 Area newspapers yielded only 
t\VO public notices for Lucinda Robbins concerning the settlement of her husband 's 
estate.80 Land records, period maps, the 1820 census, and legal case fil es helped pin­
point residences of Eleazer's grown children and neighbors. Figure 1 shows locations 
of relevant households in Sumner and Plantation umber Two in 1820. 

ELEAZER AND SARAH 'S CHILDREN 

futth Rohhins 
Ruth was born in Plympron on 11 December 1777 . 1 She married N athaniel 

Robbins, an eliminated candidate for amuel's father. In 1820 Ruth was lik ely the 
woman forty- fi ve or older in the Nathaniel Robbins household, next to E leazer 
in Plantation N umber Two.82 Na tl,aniel and Rutl,'s oldest son, Na tl,aniel, was age 
seventeen and probably would have been tl,e oldest male child enumerated. 

76. 1 20 US census, Oxford Co., l\faine, pop. sch ., [Plantation] . o. 2 1 io. 4], n.p., line 3, Elezer 
Robins household. The 1 20 enumeration was unique in that a single male could be rallied in rwo columns 
if he were aged sixteen ro eighteen . Since there was no additional tick mark for rhe sixreen-ro-eighreen 
column, the male in Eleazer's household was older than eighteen. ee also,Jason G. Gauthier, Meas1111·ng 
A111e1ica: The Decennial Censuses from 1790 to 2000 x·a hingron, D.C. : ·s Census Bureau, 2002) 6; Cnited 
States Cens11s B11rea11 (\n,,,·.census.go,·). 

77. For Rurh, see 1 20 US census, Oxford Co., !\Jaine, pop. sch ., [Plantation] o. 4, n.p., line 5, 
Nathaniel Robins. For Oliver, see 1820 S census, Oxford Co., Maine, pop. sch ., Sumner, p. 8 (stamped), 
Oli,·er Robbins. For Sarah, see 1 20 S census, Oxford Co., Maine, pop. sch., un111er, p. (stamped), 
Abraham Heath . For Charlotte, see 1 20 S census, Rockingham Co., N.H. , pop. sch ., Northfield, 
p. 46 (stamped), line 10, Joshua Heath; N RA microfilm M33, roll 60. For Eleazer Jr., see 1 20 U 
census, Oxford Co., Maine, pop. sch ., [Planrntion] No. 4, n.p., line 5, Eleazer Robins Jr. For Melinda, 
see 1820 S census, Oxford Co., Maine, pop. sch., Sumner, p. 8 (stamped), Jonathan Frye household. 

78. Massach11setts Acts and Resolves (Boston: Secretary of the Commonwealth, 1 05), 8- 9, ch. 7, 
''.A n Act to Incorporate a Part o f the Counties of York & Cumberland into a Separate County, b)· the 
l ame of Oxford;" 1\Jassach11setts State Arrhins (archi,·es.lib.state.ma.us). 

79. "1810 nired States Census," A11reshy (\nn,·.ancesrry.com/ search/ collections / 7613), page-by­
page search fo r Robbins of Oxford Counn· yielded negati,·e results. Also, Patricia La\\" Hatcher, "J\ ly 
Ancestor Isn't in the Census: T he 9,603 Missing Oxford County Residents in 1 10," Maine Genealogist 
20 J1ay 1998): 68. Also, "Maine Census Guide, 1790- 1 50," Oxford County, 1810; Mai11e Ge11ealogy 
(\nn\·.mainegenealogy.net) . " ore that a large part of thi s county's census has been lost." 

80. [Public Kotice], The O>.jord ! 1aine) Democrat, 14 Aug 1 3 , p. 3, col. 5, Lucinda Robbins 
named as Execuuix; and [Public ~ otice], The O:eford Democrat, 4 Sep 1 3 , p. 3, col. 5, accounr sertle­
ment; digital images emailed to amhor 31 Aug 2023 bY William F. Chapman, Museums of the Bethel 
1-Lstorical Society, Bethel, Maine. 

81 . Plympton, Mass. , viral records, p. 608 (penned), chi ld ren of E leazer and Sarah Robbins, 
1777- 9, all entered probably at the same time; A11restry (\\"\\"\\·.ancesm·.com/ search/ collections/ 2495). 

2. 1 20 ·s census, Oxford Co., Maine, pop. sch., [Plantation] No. 4, n.p., line 5, Nathaniel Robins. 
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Oliver Robbins 
Oliver was born in Plympton on 28 March 1779.83 He married Susannah Tripp 

after 24 February 1816.84 He lived in Sumner in 1820 with his presumed wife and 
two young children. 5 

Sarah Robbins 
Sarah was born in Plympton on 6 ovember 1781.86 She married Abraham Heath 

on 21 July 1803 in Hebron.8
- Abraham moved his family to North field, Rockingham 

Figure 1 

Selected 1820 H ouseholds in Sumner and Plantation N umber Two, Maine 

Eleazer Robbins 
0 

SUMN ER 
TOWNSHIP 

PLANTATION 
NUMBER TWO 

Jonathan Frye 
0 

Abraham Heath 
0 

Black Mountain 
Cemetery 

+ 

Enoch Morrill 0 

Source: Map drawn by Jane M. Spohr. Adapted from "Sumner. Copied from Town Archives by 
A. C. Wheeler, S. Pari s, by the Permission of \V. H. Jenne, Surn." Oxford County Registry of 
D eeds, Old Reference Plan Book A:23; Maine Genealogy (arclu,·es.mainegenealogy.net/ 2020/ 01 
/ plan-of-sumner.hm1l) and Henry Francis Walling and J. Chace, k [ap ef O>-.ford Co1111(J, Maine 

lew York: Gillette & Huntington, 1858); Llbrao1 ef Congress (www.loc.gov/ item/ 2012592367). 

83. Plympron, Mass., vital records, p. 608 (penned), Oliver Robbins birch. 
84. Sumner, Maine, ,·ital records, 1798-1853, p. 160 (penned), Robin s-Trip marriage imention, 

24 Feb 1816; FamilySearch, D GS 8006710, image 94. 
85 . 1820 US census, Oxford Co., Maine, pop. sch ., Sumner, p. 8 (stamped), Oliver Robbins. 
86. Plympron, Mass., ,·ital records, p. 608 (penned), arah Robbins birth . 
87 . Hebron, Maine, rown and ,·ital records, 17 6-1 73, entries our of sequence, p. 83 (penned), 

Heath-Robbins marriage, 21 Jul 1803; Fa111ilySearrh, DGS 4255378, image 256. 
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County, New Hampshire, about 1806, possibly because of legal troubles from a law­
suit. 8 They still lived in North field in 1810. Ezeki el Heath, for ty-five years or older, 
and a male aged si.'c teen to twenty-five lived four households from Abraham. 9 Ezekiel 
and Abraham possibly were related. Abraham bought land in Sumner in 1815 and 
probably returned about that time.90 In 1820 he lived in Sumner with his presumed 
wife and six children, seven households fro m Oliver Robbins. 91 

Charlotte Robbins 
Charlotte was born in Plympton on 9 May 1789.92 She married Joshua Heath in 

Sumner on 1 D ecember 1816 at the home of Oliver Robbins.93 In 1820 they lived in 
North field, Rockingham County, 1 ew Hampshire, 140 miles southwest of Sumner.94 

Joshua and Charlotte were living in Sumner again by 1850. He was aged sixty-seven, 
born about 1782- 83 in New Hampshire, and she was sixty-two, born about 1787- 88 
in Maine.95 That is consistent with the Joshua in 1 or th field in 1820. The correlation 
with Charlotte is more problematic because the female aged sixteen to t\venty-SL\: in 
1820 would have been born between 1795 and 1804. 

E leazer Robbins II! 
Eleazer III (hereafter E leazer Jr.) was born on 8 March 1793 in Carver. 96 He 

married Rebecah Dough ten / D oten in Sumner on 28 November 1819.9- In 1820, 
E leazer Jr. lived with his presum ed wife and a young son in Plantation Number Two, 
t\vo households from his father, and three from Nathaniel and Ruth.98 In 1823, Eleazer 
Jr. , with Samuel Robbins, purchased one hundred acres of land for $50 from the 

88. Oxfo rd Co., Maine, Cou rt of Common Pleas, 1805- 09, box 34768, September term 1806, 
case 73, Robbins vs. Robbins, packet of loose papers, Abraham Heath of Northfield, Rockingham 
Co., N. H.; Maine State Archi,·es, r\ugusra. 

9. 1 10 US census, Rockingham Co., N. H., Northfield, p. 458 (stamped), Abraham Heath and 
Ezekiel Heath; NARA microfi lm lv[252, roU 25. 

90. Oxford Co., Maine, Land Records, Eas tern District, 10:537- 38, Ebeneezer Bancroft to r\braham 
Heath, 11 Jan 1815, rec. 20 Mar 1 15; FamilySearch, DGS 8560720, images 568-69. 

91. 1 20 US census, O xford Co., Maine, pop. sch ., Sumner, p. (stamped), Abraham Heath. 
92. Plympton, Mass., ,·ital records, p. 608 (penned), Charlotte Robbins bir th. 
93. Sumner, Maine, ,·ital records, 1798- 1853, p. 213 (penned), Heath -Robbins marriage, 1 Dec 

1816; FamilJ,Search, DGS 006710, image 122. 
94. 1 20 US census, Rockingham Co., N.H., pop. sch., Northfield, p. 46 (stamped), line 10, Joshua 

Heath . Another Joshua Heath household in North field does not fi t because it included fi,·e young 
child ren, unlikeh- fo r a couple married fo r rwo years. 

95. 1850 US census, Oxford Co., Maine, pop. sch., Sumner, fol. 152r (stamped), dweU. 75, fam. 
81, Joshua Heath household: NARt\ microfilm M432, roU 263. 

96. Can ·er, Mass., vital records, p. 245 (penned), Eleser Robbins birth; Ances/Jy (,,·ww.ancesm· 
.com/ search/ coUections/ 2495), image 129. 

97. Sumner, Maine, ,·ital records, 1798- 1853, p. 217 (penned), Robbins-Doughten marriage, 28 
Nov 1819; FamilJ•Search, D GS 8006710, image 124. 

9 . 1820 US census, Oxford Co., Maine, pop, sch., [Plantation] No. 4, n.p., line 5, Eleazer Robins J r. 
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elder Eleazer.99 o record for the later disposition of this property has been found . 100 

In 1830 Eleazer Jr. and hjs fa mily lived in Hartford, Maine, adjacent to Sumner. 10 1 

Perhaps E leazer Jr. and Samuel abandoned the property. An 1858 county map shows 
a sparsely inhabited area with no homes \,·here E leazer would ha,·e liYed. 102 

Melinda RDbbins 

Melinda was born in Can-er on 15 Nm·ember 1797.103 She married Jonathan 
Frye in Sumner on 13 May 1816 at the home of her father, Eleazer Robbins. 104 

Jonathan's household, presumably with Melinda and a young son, was between those 
of Abraham Heath and OliYer Robbins in 1820.105 

Lois, Rebecca, Abigail, and Jed11tha11 Robbins 
A comparison of E leazer's 1790 and 1800 households sugges ts these children 

died before 1800. No death records have been located. 106 Births of the children : 

1. Lois [nvin] , born 16 pril 1783 in Plympton 

2. Rebecca [twin] , born 16 April 17 3 in Plvmpton 

3. Abigail, born 16 October 1785 in Plympton 

4. Jeduthan, born 10 March 1791 in Carver10
-

99 . Oxford Co., 1aine, Land Records, Eastern District, 23:7- , Eleazer Robbins to Eleazer 
Robbins Jr. and amuel Robbins, 30 Jun 1823, rec. 30 Jun 1823; Fa111i!J•Search, DGS 8560726, images 9-10. 

100. Oxford Co., Maine, Land Records, Eastern District, Index 1,-Z 1806-1825, Index 1822-1 34, 
Index 1834--1 41 , Index 1 41-1 54, negative earch results for pr perry sale bv Samuel or Eleazer 
Robbins; Fa111i!J•Sea1rh, DGS numbers 202 42, 34690, 202 43, and 56071 5. A few unindexed records 
were fou nd; a page-by-page search of mis. 21-5 , co,·ering 1 22-1 40 resulted in negati,·e findings. 

101. 1830 US census, Oxford Co., llfaine, Hartford, p. 26 (penned), Eleazer Robbins; :\!ARA 
microfilm 119, roll 50. 

102. H.F. \'('ailing, Map of O>.ford Co11nl)1 .\Jaine e\\· York: Gillette & Huntingdon, 1 5 ); Maine 
Genealogy (w,,·w.mainegenealogy.net). 

103. Carver, Mas ., ,·ital records, p. 6 (stamped), children of Eleazer and arah Robbins, 1 77- 97 . 
104. Sumner, Maine, ,·ital records, 1 99- 1 53, p. 213 (penned), Fn·e-Robbins marriage, 13 l\ la,· 

1816; Fa111i(ySearch, DGS 8006710, image 122. 
105. 1 20 US census, Oxford Co., Maine, pop. sch., Sumner, p. (stamped), Jonathan Fffe 

household. 
106. "i\lassachuserrs, . . , Town and Viral Records, 1620-1 9 ," Ancesto• (,nn,·.ancestry.com) 

negative results for deaths of Lois, Rebecca, Abigail , and Jeduthan Robbins in Plympton and Can-er. 
107. For births of Lois, Rebecca, and Abigail, see Plympton, Mass., ,·ital records, p. 60 (penned), 

children o f Eleazer and Sarah Robbins. For Jeduthan, see CarYer, /\ lass., ,ital records, p. 6 (stamped), 
children of Eleazer and Sarah Robbins; Ancesto• (w,,·w.ancesuy.com/ search/ collections/ 2495). Entries 
for each to,,·n appear to be recorded at the same time. 
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THE i\11 IN G SO 1 OF E LEAZER RO BBI S ' 1D SARAH RO BB11 S 

Colonial Mas achusetts law, and Commonwealth law revised in 1796, required 
parents ro inform the local rown clerk of their children's births.108 However, Eleazer 
djd not record at lea t one child in Carver. Table 1 correlates the known sun-iving 
inruviduals with the tick marks in Eleazer's 1800 household enumeration. 

In 1800, daughter Ruth was married and most likely with her husband, ! athaniel 
Robbins. The female child under age ten is unknown. Possibly they were caring fo r 
this child, not a daughter, but no guarruansl,jp records have been fo und. 109 Or per­
haps she was a daughter whose birth was not recorded in the Carver town records. 
T his unidentified fe male may be the same female, aged sixteen ro rwenry-fiYe, in 
Eleazer's 1820 household. 

Eleazer Robbins sold one hundred acres in Plantation umber Two ro Eleazer 
Robbins Jr. of Plantation N umber Two and Samuel Robbins of Sumner on 30 June 
1823.11 0 That- the last known record for the si.-'.:ty-eight-year-old Eleazer Robbins­
suggests a relationship among the three men. 111 

Two calculated birth dates are pos ible for Samuel: December 1801 and December 
1802. As law required him ro be twenty-one years old ro purchase land from Eleazer 
in 1823, he could not have been born December 1802. 112 E leazer and his family li,·ed 
only briefly in H ebron before mm-ing ro unincorporated Plantation umber Two, 
which had no town records. Massachusetts law required parents ro notify town clerks 
of births and to pay a recorrung fee.113 Possibly E leazer rud not record his son's birth 
in Carver because he was planning to moYe. 

10 . ~lassachusetts, The Colonial La,vs of Massachusetts: Rep,inted from the Edition of 1660, 111ith the 

Supplements lo 1672: Containin also, The Bor!J• of Lihe,ties of 1641 (Bosron: 1889), 188, "Records, Recorders, 
Clerks," 2; State Lihr111y of M assach11setts (archives.lib.sta te.ma.us/ handle/ 2452/ 430907), image 201. 

109. Ph-mouth Co., Mass., Court o f Common Plea Dockets, m l. 17, 1 6- 1791, vol. 1 , 
1 91- 1 96, m l. 19, 1 96-1 799, vol. 20, 1 99- 1803; Fa111ilJ•Searrh, DG 8204659 and 26243. legari,·e 
search results fo r guardianship of a child by Eleazer Robbins. 

11 0. Oxford Co., Land Records, 23:7- , Eleazer Robbins co Eleazer Robbins Jr. and Samuel Robbins. 
111. "Maine, Oxford County Probate Estate Files, 1805- 1915," Fa111ilJ•Search (w,vw.farnilysearch 

.org/ search / collecrion/ 2040540), negariYe search results for Eleazer or Sarah Robbins probate. Also, 
"Maine, .S. \Xiill s and Probate Records, 15 4-1999," Ancesfly (,nvw.ancestt\".corn / search 
/ coUections/ 8994), negati,·e search results fo r Eleazer or Sarah Robbins. 

112. rate of Maine, La11,s of the State of Maine; to W"hich are Prefix ed the Constitution of the /11ited; 
S tates and of Said State. IVith an Appendix, ,·. 1, chap. 51 , sec. 46 (Brunswick: Primed b,· J. Griffin, fo r the 
State, 1821 ), pp. 212-1 3; H athtT mst (babel. hathitrusr.o r . 

11 3. Secretary of the Comrnonwealth,Acts and Resolves of M assarh11setts, 1794-1795, reprint (Bosron: 
\X'right c· Potter, 1 96), "An Act fo r Recording Births and Deaths by the Clerks of Towns & D istricts," 
436-37, ch . 69; lntermt Archive (archi,·e.org/ derails / actsresoh·espass179495mass). 
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Table 1 
1800 Census: Eleazer Robbins Household 

BIRTH YEAR RAl'\GE CE:-SSL.:S TICK ~LA RI-.: 

1791 - 1800 

1785- 1790 

1775-17 4 

1756-1 774 

bef. 1755 

1791- 1800 2 

1785- 1790 

1775- 1784 

1 56- 17 4 

bef. 1755 

FAM ILY ~IE/\IBER 

Eleazer Jr. 
b. 1793 

Oher 

b. 1779 

Eleazer 

b. 1 54 

Melinda 

b. 1797 and 

unknown female 

Charlotte 

b. 1789 

Sarah 

b. 1781 

Sarah 

b. 1760 

Source: 1 00 S census, Plrn1outh Co., ~lass., Can-er, n.p., E leazer Robbins 
household; microfi lm publication i\132, roll 16; l'\ational ArchiYes and Records 
Administration, \X'ashingron, D.C. 

213 

E leazer and Sarah's deaths are unrecorded and burial locations unknown. everal 
of their children, however, were buried at Black Mountain Cemetery, only a few 
mi.Jes from their home. 

1. Samuel Robbins, died 4 March 1838 

2. Melinda (Robbins) Frye, died 17 ovember 1838 

3. Sarah (Robbins) Heath , died 19 July 1 57114 

114. For Samuel, see Find A Gra,,e, memorial 104417643, Samuel Robbins, image by Lucy Morin. 
Thi s death ,·ear is in error and should be 1838. For Melinda, see Find A Grave, memorial 156793522, 
digital image, 6 Jan 2016, by Lucy Morin, grayesrone fo r Belinda Frye (Black fountain Cem., Sumner, 
Oxford Co., Maine). For arah, see Find A Grrm, memorial 2920999, digital image, 3 Jan 2012, bY 
Luc,· ~forin, gra,·esrone for Sarah Robbins Heath (Black Mountain Cem., umner, Oxford Co., i\ laine). 
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Samuel's wife and two of his children also are buried at that cemetery.115 

Lucinda's son Adroy has a headstone at Black Mountain Cemetery.116 It seems 
unlikely, though, that he was buried there because he has a momm1ent in Alexandria, 
Virginia.1 

i - The family headstones are in a row starting with Samuel Sr. on the left, 
then the shared stone for Samuel H. and Enoch, followed by Lucinda, and finally, 
Adroy.11s 

The father of Samuel's wi fe Lucinda- Enoch Morrill- was a neighbor of the 
Robbins, Heath , and Frye families in Sumner in the 182Os and 183Os. 119 Enoch owned 
a burial ground, later known as Black Mountain Cemetery, which he sold to the sixth 
district in Sumner in 1836 for $8. 120 

ew England families commonly carried names through the generations. Eleazer 
named one of his sons after his paternal grand father, Jeduthan. Eleazer and Sarah's 
parents had grandchildren named after them: Eleazer, Rebecah, Samuel, and Sarah. 
It seems Lkely Samuel was named after his maternal grandfather ,vho died in 1776 . 

C01 CLUSION 
Samuel Robbins was born to E leazer and Sarah (Robbins) Robbins, Lkely in 

Carver, Massachusetts, in D ecember 1801. 

• Samuel could have been the young man in Eleazer's 1820 household, because 
Eleazer's other children Lived elsewhere at that time. 

• Eleazer was about sixty-nine years old in 1823. He probably was putting his 
affairs in order when he sold property fo r SSO dollars to Samuel and Eleazer Jr. 

• Only one other Samuel Robbins Lived in the area at the time. He was too 
young to have purchased the land. 

115. For Lucinda see find A Grave, memorial 104417255, Lucinda Barker, image by Lucy Morin. 
For Enoch see Find A C rt111e, memorial 10441 7895, Enoch Robbins, image by Lucy fo rin . For Samuel 
H. see Find A Grave, memorial 10441 7751, Samuel H. Robbins, image by Lucy Morin. 

11 6. Find A Grave, memorial 9 169632, Adroy E. Barker, image by Lucy l'vlorin . 
11 7. " .S., National Cemetery Interment Control Forms, 192 -1962," Adrog [Adroy] E . Barker, 

died 15 Dec 1862, buried Alexand ria, Va . Na ti onal Cemetery; A ncest1y (\\, n,·. ances tn·.com / search 
/ collections/ 2590) . Also, Find A Gra/le, memorial 61701 6, digital image, 3 Mar 2012, by G rand 
Army of the Republic, gravestone for Pvt. Adroy E. Barker (Alexandria ational Cem., Alexandria, 
Alexandria City, Va.). It seems unlikeh· his remains were rerurned to Maine; the reinterment should 
have been noted if such were the case. 

118. Black Mountain Cemetery, Sumner, Maine, headstones o f Samuel, Samuel H. , and Enoch 
Robbins, and Lucinda and Adroy E. Barker, photographs supplied by M. Kathrrn Kell v, Hanfo rd, 
Maine, 25 Aug 2022. 

119. 1820 US census, Oxford Co., Maine, pop. sch. , Sumner, p. 8 (stamped), Enoch Morrell , line 
19, Abraham Heath, line 23, Jonathan Frye, line 26, and Oher Frye, line 30. Also, 1830 census, 
Oxford Co., Maine, Sumner, p. 7 (penned), Enoch Morrill; NARA microfilm M1 9, roll 50. 

120. Oxford Co., Maine, Land Records, Eas tern D istrict, 72:411 , Enoch Morrell to "Six D istrict," 
8 Apr 1836, rec. 4 Feb 1 46; l'amif;,Search, DGS 8560749, image 51 6. 
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• Properties of rnrious Robbin and 1orrill families in Sumner and Plantation 
umber Two were near ach other. 

• Sarah Robbins would have been about age forty-nvo when Samuel was born. 

• Many of E leazer's children, incluc:ling Samuel, apparently were named after 
grandparents or grea t-grandparents. 

• One of Samuel's daughters was named after rus sister Charlotte. 

• Some of Eleazer's adult children, including Sarah, Melinda, and Samuel, are 
buried at Black Mountain Cemetery, which was owned by Samuel's father­
in-law, E noch Morrill. 

• All other Robbins canc:lidates ha\-e been ruled our as fathers for Samuel. 

• The unidentified female in Eleazer's 1800 and 1820 households remains 
unknown. 

No c:lirect evidence proves amuel Robbins was tl1e son of Eleazer Robbins Jr. and 
Sarah Robbin s, or that he was a sibling of any of their children. HoweYer, eYidence 
analysis and correlation, combined with the lack of otl1 er reasonable possibilities 
prO\-e tl1ey are Samuel 's parents. 

GE EALOGICAL SUi\tIMARY 

G enPratio11 One 

1. Eleazer2 Robbins Jr. (Eleazer1
) was born 1 D ecember 1754 in Plympton, 

Plymouth County, Massachusetts, to Eleazer and Rebecca Qackson) Robbins. 121 He 
c:lied after 30 June 1823.122 He married 31 Occober 1776 Sarah Robbins.123 She 

was born about 1759- 60 to Samuel and Sarah (H ouse) Robbin .124 H er death date 
is unknown. 

Children of Eleazer2 and Sarah (Robbins) Robbins, all born in Plympton (Carver 
after 1790): 

121. Plympron, Mass., Vital Reco rds, p. 561 (penned), children of Elezer and Rebekah Robbins, 
1748-61. See also, \X 'hite and Coles, "The Famih· of Jeduthan and Rebecca (Crocker) Robbins o f 
Plympton, j\fass," 229-30. Also, Eugene \Y/. Robbins, The Robbins Families ef Nell' England: A Cemalogical 
Stnr!J· (n.p.: self-published, 2004), 1. 

122. Oxfo rd Co., Land Records, 23:7- , Eleazer Robbins ro Eleazer Robbins Jr. and Samuel Robbins. 
123. Middleborough, i\ lass., Records & Sessions, r\pril 178P.]- 1791, no. 4, p. 157 (penned), E . 

Robbins-S. Robbins marriage, 31 Oct 1776. Also, Dartmouth, Mass., Birth s, Marriages, Deaths, Dec­
larations o f Intention 1667-1 844, p. 121 (penned), bir ths of Lois Robins and Eli zabeth Robins, 1756 
and 1758. Sarah \\"aS likeh- the next child born, about 1759- 60. 

124. Pl l'mouth Co., ]\'lass., Probate Estate File, 24:1 6- 7, Samuel Robbins \\·ill , written 6 Jul 
17 6, pro,·ed 7 Jul 17 6. 
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1. RUTH3 ROBBI is, born 11 D ecember 1777; 125 last appeared in the 
1840 census in Woodstock, Maine;126 married athaniel Robbins in 
Plymouth on 3 July 1800.1r 

u. OLIVER ROBBINS, born 28 March 1779;128 clied 15 ovember 1854 and 
was buried in \Xloodscock; 129 married Susannah Tripp, after the 

24 February 1816 publication of the marriage intention in Sumner, 
Maine. 130 She died 25 August 1848 and was buried in \Xloodstock. 131 

ill. SARAH ROBBINS, born 6 ovember 1781;132 clied 18 July 1857 and 
was buried in Swnner;133 married Abraham Heath 21 July 1803 in 
Hebron; 134 he died 19 November 1842 and was buried in Sumner. 135 

1v. LOIS ROBBINS [twin] , born 16 April 1783; died before 1800. 

v. REBECC,\ ROBBINS [twin], born 16 April 1783; clied before 1800. 

v1. ABJGAJL ROBBJ1'S, born 16 October 1785;136 clied before 1800. 

8 vu. CHARLOTTE ROBBINS, born 9 May 1789;137 married 1 December 1816 
Joshua Heath in Surnner;13 they last appeared in th e 1860 census. 139 

125. Plympton, Mass., ,·ital records, p. 608 (penned), children of E leazer and Sarah Robbins, 
1777- 9. 

126. 1840 US census, Oxford Co., Maine, Woodstock, p. 2 (s tamped), Nathaniel Robbins house­
hold; ARA microfilm lvl704, roll 146. 

127. Foster, ed ., Vital Records ef Carve,; Massachusetts to the Year 1850, 122; Fallli/ySearrh, DGS 
7578881, image 610. 

128. Plympton, Mass. , ,·ital records, p. 608 enned), children of Eleazer and Sarah Robbins, 
1777-89. 

129. Find A Gra11e, memorial 9739245 , digital image, 19 Sep 2012, by Susan Moors, gra,·estone 
fo r Oliver Robbins (Robbins Cem., Woodstock, Oxford Co., Maine). 

130. Sumner, Maine, Vital Records, 1798-1 891, bound book with loose sheers, p. 160 (penned), 
Robins-Trip marriage intention, 24 Feb 1816; Fat11ib1Search, DGS 8006710, image 94. 

131. Find A Grave, memorial 97392955, digital image, 19 Sep 2012, by Susan ]Vloors, gra,·estone 
fo r Susannah Tripp Robbins (Robbins Cem., \Xloodsrock, Oxford Co., Maine). 

132. Plympton, Mass., ,·ital records, p. 608 (penned), children of Eleazer and Sarah Robbins, 
1777- 89. 

133. Find A Gra11e, memo rial 82920999, digital image, 3 Jan 2012, by Luc,· Morin, gm ·estone for 
Sarah Robbins (Black Mountain Cem., Sumner, Oxford Co., 1\>laine). 

134. Hebron, Maine, town and ,·ital records, 1786-1873, entries our of sequence, p. 83 (penned), 
Heath-Robbins marriage, 21 Jul 1803. 

135. Find A Gra11e, memorial 82921401, digital image, 2 Jan 2012, by Lucy Morin, gra,·esrone for 
Abraham Heath (Black Mountain Cem., Sumner, Oxford Co., Maine). 

136. Plympton, Mass., ,·ical records, p. 608 (penned), children of Eleazer and Sarah Robbins, 
1777- 9. 

137. Plympton, Mass., ,·ital records, p. 608 (penned), Charlotte Robbins birth . 
138. Sumner, Maine, ,·ital records, 1798-1 853, p. 213 (penned), marriage of Joshua Heath and 

Charlotte Robbins, 1 Dec 1 16; Fa111ib1Search, DGS 8006710, image 122. 
139. 1 60 ·s census, Oxford Co., 1aine, pop. sch ., \X/oodsrock, p. 24 (penned),Joshwa Qoshua] 

Heath and Charlotte Heath; 1 ARJ\ microfi lm M653, roU 444. 
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9 vUJ. J ED UTHJ\N ROBBI 1s, born 10 March 1791;140 djed before 1800. 

10 1x . ELEAZER RO BBI 1 111, born 8 March 1793;141 married 28 ovember 
1819 Rebecca D oten/ Dougbren in Sumner; 142 he last appeared in 
the census in 1860,143 and she in 1850. 144 

11 x. ~IEL11'DA/ BEL1'\:DA RO BB I~ S, born 15 lm·ember 1797;145 married 
Jonathan Frye in Sumner 13 May 1816;146 rued 17 N ovember 1838 

and was buried in Sumner. w He djed 22 D ecember 1848 and \ \"aS 

buried in Sumner. 14 

+12 XL SAMliEL RO BBINS, born about D ecember 1801 (calculated), likely in 
Carver; married Lucinda Morrill in Sumner 25 farch 1824; 149 djed 
4 March 1838 and was buried in Sumner; 150 Lucinda married Josiah 
Barker April 1841;151 she died 3 eprember 1861 and was buried 
in Surnner.152 

Generation Tl/)o 

12. Samuel3 Robbins (Eleaze12, Eleazer1) was born in December 1801, possibly in 
Carver, Massachusetts, or Hebron, Maine, to E leazer and arab (Robbins) Robbins.153 

He married Lucinda Morrill 25 tfarch 1824 in Sumner. He rued 4 March 1838 and 

140. Carver, Jl!ass., vi tal records, p. 6 (stamped), children of Eleazor and Sarah Robbins, 1777- 97; 
Ancesfly (\nnv.ancestry.com/ search / collecrions/ 249 5). 

141. Plympton, Mass., \·ital records, p. 60 (penned), children of Eleazer and Sarah Robbin s, 
1777- 9. 

142. umner, \ [aine, \·ital records, 1 9 -1 53, p. 21 7 (penned), Robbins-Doughten marriage, 2 
iO\· 1 19; FamilySearch, DGS 006710, image 124. 

143. 1 60 S census, O xford Co., Maine, pop. sch., Hartfo rd, p. 13 (penned), d\,·ell. / fam. 9 , 
Eleazer Robbins in George Doten household; NARA microfi lm M653, roll 444. 

144. 1 50 US census, Oxford Co., Maine, pop. , sch., Hartfo rd, p. 91 v (stamped), dwell . 97, fam. 
10 , E leazer Robbins household; NARA microfilm M432, roll 263. 

145. Can-er, Mass., ,·ital records, p. 6 (stamped), children of Eleazor and Sarah Robbins, 1777- 97; 
Anceshy (w\,·w.ancestry.com/ search/ collecrions/ 2495). 

146. Sumner, 1aine, vital records, 1798-1853, p. 213 enn d), Frye-Robbins mar riage, 13 fay 
1 16; Famif)'Search, DGS 006710, image 122. 

147. Find A Crc111e, memo rial 156 93522, digital image, 6 Jan 2016, b,· Luc,· Mori n, grayestone 
fo r Belinda Frve (Black l\ louncain Cem., Sumner, Oxfo rd Co., fain e). 

14 . Find A Cra,,e, memorial 15679342 , digital image, 6 Jan 2016, 61· Lucy Morin, gm ·esrone 
fo r Johnathan Frye (Black i\'louncain Cem., umner, Oxfo rd Co., i\laine). 

149. Sumner, i\ [aine, ,i tal records 1799- 1 53, p. 222 (penned), Robins-Morrill marriage; Fami!J•Searrh, 
D GS 8006710, image 126. 

150. Find A Grave, memorial 10441 7643, Samuel Robbins, image by Luc\" Morin . 
151 . Patten, i\Iaine, Viral Records, 1842- 191 , recopied intentions, Barker-Rolli ns [Robbins] 

marriage, 8 Apr 1841 ; Fami!J.Search, DGS 7595794, image 11 8. 
152. Find A Cran , memorial 10441 7255, Lucinda Barker, image by Lucy Mori n. 
153. find A Gra11e, memorial 10441 7643, Samuel Robbins, image bl" Lucv i\forin . Also, Srare of 

Mai ne, "Laws of the Stare of Maine," vol. 1, chap. 51, sec. 46. 
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was buried in Sumner. Lucinda married Josiah Barker on 8 April 1841. She cLed 3 
September 1861 and was buried in Sumner. 

Children of Sarnue!3 and Lucinda (Morrill) Robbins, alJ born in Maine: 

13 1. S,\J\ IUEL4 H,\THOR.N ROBBJNS, born 25 November 1825;154 died 24 Feb-

ruary 1850 and was buried in Surnner. 155 

14 11. CLt\Ril\DA l\ 1. ROBBI. 1s, born 11 April 1827;156 married D aniel Jackman 
in Patten 14 April 1843;15- she was last seen in 1850;158 D aniel cLed 

31 October 1896 and was buried in Cosmos, Meeker County, 
J\tlinnesota.159 

15 w . CORDr\:-JE AR.t\ l\ 1.A:-JTH,\ RO BBJNS, born 29 October 1828; 160 died 27 
January 1873 in Santa Rosa, Sonoma County, CaLfornia;161 married 
Solomon Suriah \Xieeks in Panen sometin1e after their 26 July 1851 
marriage intention was f1led; 162 he died in Santa Rosa on 17 March 
1901.163 

16 1v. TH, \>lKFLl L \'\1 LSON ROBBJNS, born 31 October 1830;164 died 19 January 
1870, and was buried in Oconto, O conto County, \Visconsi.11;165 mar­
ried Albert Dickerman in Trois-Rivieres, Quebec, Canada, 8 January 

154. Lincoln, Maine, binhs, marriages and sundry rown records, p. 28 (stamped), births of Samuel 
and Lucinda Robbins children, 1 25-1 30. 

155. Find A Grave, memorial 1044177 51 , Samuel H. Robbins, image by Lucy Morin. 
156. Lincoln, Maine, births, marriages and sundry rown records, p. 2 (stamped), births of Samuel 

and Lucinda Robbins children . 
157. Patten, Mai ne, Vi tal Records, 1842-1 918, Jackman-Robbins marriage, 14 April 1843; 

Fa111i9•Search, D GS 7595794, image 118. 
158. 1850 US census, Somersworth Co., N. H., pop. sch., Somersworth, p. 156 (typed), dwell . 345, 

fam . 3 1, Clarinda Jackman in Darnel Jackman household; NARI\ microfilm M432, roll 439. 
159. Find A Gr1111e, memorial 130578161 , digital image, 29 May 2014, by "MN Headsrone Hunter," 

graves tone fo r D arnel Jackman (Spring Grove Cem., Meeker Co., Minn.). 
160. Lincoln, Maine, births, marriages and sundry town records, p. 2 (stamped), births of Samuel 

and Lucinda Robbins children, 1825- 30. 
161 . Find A Gra!le, memorial 8130325, Amanda [sic] Cordain Weeks, image by "Mr\'.?B." 
162. Patten, i'vlaine, Vital Records, 1842-1 918, \Veeks-Robbins marriage intention, 26 Jul 1 51; 

Fa111i!J•Search, DGS 7.59.5794, image 107. 

163. Find A Gra/le, memorial 8130349, digital image, 26 Nm· 2003, by "i'vlr\'.?B," gm·estone for 
Solomon Suriah Weeks (Santa Rosa Rural Cem., Sama Rosa, Sonoma Co., Calif.). 

164. Lincoln, Maine, births, marriages and sundry town records, p. 28 (stamped), birth of children 
of Samuel and Lucinda Robbins, 1825- 30. 

165. Find A Gra1,e, memorial 1102591 89, digital image, 9 May 2013, by Randy Ray, gm·estone fo r 
Thankful \Xlilson Robbins Dickerman (Evergreen Cem., Oconro, Oconto Co., \Xlis.). 
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1856;166 he djed 19 July 1909 and was buried in Fore Mitchell, Kenton 
County, Kenrucky.w 

17 v. CHARLOTTE RO BBINS, born about 1832-33 and was las t seen in 1850. 168 

18 v1. ENOCH J\ I. ROBBINS, born about October 1837; rued August 1838, age 
ten montl1s, and was buried in Sumner. 169 

Child of Lucinda r forrill) Robbins and Josiah Barker: 

19 1. ,\DROY BARKER, born 29 July 1844 in Mrune; djed of illness on 15 
D ecember 1862 while sen-ing as a pri,·ace in tl1e Ci,-il \X/ar. i-o 

166. Trois-Ri,·ieres, Quebec, Canada, Methodist Church , Dickerman-Robbins marriage, 1856; 
Ancesto• (,n,·w.ancestry.com/ search/ collections / 1091 ). 

167. Find A Grave, memorial 130552225, digital image, 29 May 2015, by "Debbie ] ," gravesrone 
for Alben L. Dickerman (Highland Cem., Fore i\urch ell, Kenron o., 1,y.). 

16 . 1 50 l.iS census, Somersworth Co., i\.H., pop. sch. , Somersworth, p. 156,· (typed), dwell. 
345, fam . 3 1, Charlotte Robbi n in Daniel Jackman household; 1 Alv\ microfilm i\ 1432, roll 439. 

169. Find A Gran , memorial 10441 95, noch Robbins, image by Lucy i\1orin. 
170. Find A Gr,m , memorial 9 169632, Adrm· E. Barker, image b,· Luc,· :-S lorin. 
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